Three responses to the draft strategic framework were received by email by August 31. 

Here is a summary of the responses to the draft strategic framework document:

Concern expressed about:

· how government will set stable, long-term priorities for health research and innovation—which is critical for successful recruitment and retention of high quality researchers—given the changes in the health care system over the past 15 years;

· negative effect of health care integration on research in many areas
· the closure of AHFMR Investigator support programs to new entry leading to the  increasing isolation of Alberta in the health research field

· the government research agenda focus on short term projects and the end of long term broad research support 
· decreasing control by universities of research agenda
· emphasis on applied at the expense of basic research in the draft framework

· current lack of access by researchers to provincial data sets and consequently, Alberta’s national disadvantage in evidence-based decision-making

Agreement expressed on:

· description of high level goals for AIHS
· integration of health care delivery and research
· focus on information and information management 
· policies and transparent systems to enable researchers access to provincial data sets.
· measurement 
Suggestions for the draft framework:

· develop new programs to bring the world to Alberta

· set up discipline-related research councils or institutes with representation from health care and the universities

· develop clearer mandate for support of basic health related research
